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A fox is bathing in the stream when he sees a school of fish racing frantically
through the water. He asks what the trouble is, and they explain that
fishermen have cast their nets and are in pursuit. The fox, hearing the panicin
their voices offers to take them to dry land; all they have to do is hop on his
back.The fish laugh and refuse the offer. “Fox,” they say, “you are wily,but
you can't fool us! The water is our home. If we are in danger here, what
chance do we have on dry land”?

This parable is attributed to the Jewish scholar Rabbi Akiva,who lived in
Caesarea back in the first and second centuries. According to this learned
man, the fish are correct. They belong in the water; without it, they'll die. But
| offer another interpretation: What if the fox is correct? What if there are
instances in which the right choice is to leave your natural habitat? What if
the only way to survive is to trust the alleged enemy?

I've been living in the United States for over two years now. This is the land |
was taught to hate, filed with people | was taught to condemn. But I've been
overwhelmed by friendship, support, and love.
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into a mosque after the Jews were expelled from Sana’a, and their
wealth, properties, and temples were looted in the 17th century, as
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It seems that the climax of his identification with the Jewish people is

expressed in a poem he wrote in English, the title of which is:

NINIDW ,PDAIRD 2NOW PW3A M2 2D X2 TN QYA QY AT ROV 0D On1T

DIRT MIPHA 1WA 197 (AR 73A° 70X wWw=) 'One Root, One Flame'
:N™M2YY 193N

NP NY M¥IRM °3°0 °IX | am Yemeni from ancient land
9277 MM R e Rnw 0P Where history lives in desert sands
nowY xaw nobn At 1kn  Since Sheba's queen to Solomom came
T2 77 @MW 1ww  Our roots entwined, one and the same.

,7192 R, 2 nYaw gk Though time divides, the bond is clear,
NI 27pn 1YW AWM 12y Our shared past draws us near
NDDII QYD ,ANDWM 120 INXRNI 127 Let us unite, as kin once more
PAR 727% ,9AR W ,7nR 2% One heart, one root, one flame to soar.
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Zarathustra and the Fire of the Sanctuary

In a land where Eden whispers in her dying breath,
Two prophets walk beneath the arc of fate and death.
One bears the scroll—a covenant held high,

The other, fire promised by gods on high.
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Zarathustra speaks from Persia’s ancient stone,
With voice of flame and stars to men unknown.
He guards the pyres that once in glory burned,

When Cyrus ruled, and lion hearts were turned.

Yet David’s lyre still shivers in the air,

Its strings a prayer, its silence steeped in care.
His sling now sleeps—but not the waiting shield,
The Temple watches, and the flame’s unsealed.

And in the dusk, two shadows slow converge:

The mountain throne, the court where laws emerge.
One crowned with Babel’s gold and ancient pride,
One lifts his gaze where Sinai’s truths abide.

The bull of Elam strikes the iron gate,

While watchmen whisper low: “Behold, it’s fate.”
But fate is forged by hands of mortal kind,

Not carved in desert’s ever-shifting rind.

Then David stands upon the olive hill,

And silent stars transform to steadfast will.

He speaks no hate, but sings in tones of flame,

And keeps his sword, though peace remains his aim.

And Zarathustra, distant, still and wide,

Tends sacred fire beneath the noonday tide.

But should his tongues reach Salem’s hallowed wall,
The trumpet shall from Temple’s heart befall.
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