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Sufi Discourse in Ahmed Sowilam’s Poetry

Johaina Omar Khateb

Abstract

This study aims to examine the relationship between contemporary Arabic poetry
and Sufism. Many contemporary Arab poets incorporate Sufism into their poetry,
raising several questions that the current study seeks to answer. What motivates
contemporary Arab poets to incorporate Sufism into their poems? Is the adoption
of Sufi discourse a product of the poets’ own life experiences, which they attempt
to portray in their poetry akin to early Sufis, or is it a reflection of the
contemporary understanding of Sufism as a sanctuary? What are the points of
resemblance between the struggles of early Sufi poets and contemporary poets
who incorporate Sufi discourses? This comparative study attempts to answer these
questions by looking at the poetry of Ahmed Sowilam, a contemporary Egyptian
who incorporates Sufi poetry and discourses throughout his collections. The
current study further examines the way Sufi concepts, ideas, and notions have been
employed by contemporary poets such as Ahmed Sowilam to shed light on the
sites of resemblance and departure between early and contemporary Sufi

discourses.

Keywords: Arabic Poetry; Contemporary Poetry; Sufism; Discourse;

Comparison; Ahmed Sowilam.
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The Experience and Doctrine of Love in Addas Claud’
Ibn ‘Arabf, https://ibnarabisociety.org/love-in-ibn-arabi-claude-addas;
Translated from the French by Cecilia Twinch on behalf of the Muhyiddin
Ibn ‘Arabi Society for the Symposium at Worcester College, Oxford, May
4-6, 2002.
Snir Reuven. Contemporary Arabic Literature: Heritage and Innovation;
Edinburgh University Press, 08 February 2023.
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