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A Lifetime Journey From a Village in the World to a World in a Village:
A Cultural Criticism Study of Nimer Morqos’s Autobiography
‘"Aqwda min al-Nisyan
lyad Haj
Abstract

This article examines the autobiography of the author Nimer Morqos, ‘Agwa min
al-Nisyan [Stronger than Oblivion], published in 2000, from the perspective of
cultural criticism. This autobiography interlinks with the journey of the Arab
masses in Palestine, as well as the journey of the Communist Party, from the mid-
1930s until the late 1970s. Morqos’s autobiography also serves as a voice for the
oppressed and the marginalized against the domination of unjust offensive power
and a new voice that exposes both the flaws and strengths of old traditions and
viewpoints. As such, the study divides the author’s life into four organically
interconnected stages: childhood and curiosity, posing questions and seeking
answers, finding solutions that quench the author’s thirst, and applying these
solutions despite the cost. These stages are further analyzed based on two main
themes: the question of justice versus power and the question of the new negating
and replacing the old.

By adopting contextual analysis and examining Morqos’s autobiography from
the perspective of cultural criticism, the study aims to answer two main questions.
First, How did the author’s awareness transition from the confines of the local

small village to the global vastness of the world? Second, Was the author seeking
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answers for himself only or for others as well? The study sheds light on the
important stations that the author paused at in his life journey, crystallizing his
awareness and preparing him to embrace a local-global thought and approach to
writing. It also shows how the author’s quest for answers was to find the path to
solving both his and other people’s problems and liberate himself and others from

the predicaments of oppression.

Keywords: Autobiography; Cultural Criticism; Contextual Analysis; Palestinian
Writers; Local-Global Writing.
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